Wiki for Professionals will also have to ensure that additions don't just reflect individual researchers' pet theories. Mons hopes scientists will adopt entries relevant to their work and use automated systems to alert them to changes, which they can then amend if necessary. The original data in Swiss-Prot and other databases will also be protected.
The resource has been set up by Knewco, a scientific computing company based in Rockville, Maryland, and co-founded by Mons. The firm raised around $2 million in private funding to pay for the initial effort, and says basic access will be free. Revenue will be generated by charging drug firms and other users for premium services, such as the option to run a private version of the system incorporating proprietary data.
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